
PBA MEETING April 10, 2025  VFW HALL, LUFKIN, TX 

I. PBA President Walter McLendon called meeting to order at 6:35 PM. Pledge of Allegiance. 35 signed 

the register. Members welcomed. New visitors: Ron Steveson, Charles Walker. 

II. Treasurer Report: Treasurer not present. No report. 

III. Apiary Report: Ricky Davis and Roger Gauthier gave Apiary Report. Six hives are doing well. 

Queen rearing was successful. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Several new members inquired about Agriculture exemption for beehives. Bob Love and Walter 

McLendon explained some of the rules and that each County has their own requirements. People need to 

check with their local Tax Office to obtain information. 

B. SFA Apiary Program: No update. Steven Josephsen will be moving out of the area, so we will need 

volunteers to assist with SFA Apiary project. 

C. PBA Summer Picnic: Our annual summer picnic is scheduled for Saturday, June 7, 2025, 11:00AM 

until ? at the home of Clay and Susan Precup, 1643 Walker Road, Huntington, TX. Meat will be 

furnished by PBA. Members bring side dishes, desserts, drinks, chairs. The Precups have a wonderful 

outdoor setting with children’s activities, pond, trails, and games. 

PROGRAM: Hannah Blackburn, Texas Apiary Inspection Service. 

Ms. Blackburn reviewed the mission and projects that TAIS is conducting on various diseases and pests, 

and had good handouts and samples for the group to study. Main subject was the Tropilaelaps mite, 

which is in Russia and S.E. Asia. Expected to migrate eventually to the U.S. More destructive than 

varroa. Much research being done throughout Asia to try to mitigate the problem. Research teams are 

being sent to Asia to study the mite, and hopefully control its spread. Ms. Blackburn also reported on the 

Yellow Legged Hornet, another pest that has been found in Georgia and S. Carolina. The TAIS website 

has good videos and lots of information on the various pests. 

DOOR PRIZES/ADJOURNMENT. Meeting adjourned and door prizes given out. Meeting concluded 

about 8:20 PM. 

Joanie Kochanek, PBA Secretary 

 


