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April Program
PBA member Hannah Hensarling will talk about some of the business-related aspects of beekeeping.
Refreshments

Beverages: Mike Hartman (water); Snacks: Edward & Wendy Doucet (salad), Roger Gauthier (dessert),
Alan & Mitzi Higginbotham (snack)

Bringing beverages or refreshments? If unable to attend, please notify Rachel Payne at 936-715-0362
or texasbeegirl@gmail.com so that we can supply them.

Welcome to our Brood!

Del & Angie Andrews, Bridgette White

You’re the Bee’s Knees!

Thank you to Edward and Wendy Doucet for setting up a table at the Texas Forestry Museum’s 2nd
annual Heritage Skills Festival on March 12t.

Page 1



https://www.pineywoodsbeekeepers.org/

Bee helpful and volunteer! PBA may have educational booths at some events and welcomes
volunteers! Contact Rachel Payne at 936-715-0362 or texasbeegirl@gmail.com

4/20 — Earth Day at the Zoo, 10am-3pm, Lufkin. The Ellen Trout Zoo would love for us to have a booth
at their Earth Day event. They can provide a table and chairs. Marie Kocyan might be able to assist if
you’d like to bring an observation hive.

What’s Buzzing

4/6-7 — SFA Garden Gala Day Plant Sale, 9am-2pm, Pineywoods Native Plant Center. The sale will
feature an array of hard-to-find, “Texas-tough” plants, including exclusive SFA introductions, Texas
natives, edibles, tropicals, perennials, shrubs, and trees, with an emphasis on pollinator-friendly
selections. https://www.sfasu.edu/about-sfa/newsroom/2024/sfa-gardens-host-annual-spring-plant-
sale

One of our members shared this link. | don’t have a subscription to the Washington Post, but if you do,
you might find it interesting.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/03/29/bees-boom-colony-collapse/

Another member shared this tutorial for making a bee vac.
https://www.instructables.com/Make-a-Bee-Vacuum-that-Really-Sucks/

At-Home Beekeeping Series presented by the Lawrence Co. Alabama Extension Office. 6:30-7:30pm.
Recordings from this series are available for only two weeks after each session on the
Lawrence County Alabama Extension Office Facebook page.
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/bees-pollinators/at-home-beekeeping-series/

2024 Dates and Topics
April 30 — Swarming: Biology and Management
Jon Zawislak, University of Arkansas
May 28 — TBD
David Tarpy, North Carolina State University
June 25 -TBD
Liz Walsh, USDA-ARS Baton Rouge

Seasonal Tips
Robert Jones

April sees the honey flow getting heavier with the continuance of the wildflowers along with the
yaupon holly that flows to mid-April and with the privet hedge starting about the time the yaupon
stops and flowing to May 1%. This early flow is the first excess honey that can be captured in Deep East
Texas. The timing of extracting the honey should be about May 10%". Be sure the frames are well
capped before extraction.
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Supering and queen evaluation take precedence over possible extraction this month.

e Rule Number One: If you want honey, don’t be behind on your supers. Supering after the fact of
the nectar flow is just a miss until next year.

e Rule Number Two: After splits, you must evaluate the queen situation in each hive. Whether or
not you are using queen cells or live mated queens you must evaluate them about two weeks
after their introduction to the hive. Live queens can be rejected and killed at times. Queen cells
are always a maybe. You can only know after they return, if they do, if they have been mated
correctly. It takes 12 to 20 drones to create a well-mated queen bee. At the first two week mark
you will be noting if she has returned and if she is laying eggs (note late queens coming back in
the third week will likely be bad). The next time you will note is at the one month mark.

If you are using full box splits with a lot of bees you should want to see a large laid out area at 30 days
with minimum drone cells. The larger the laid out area, 6 to 8 frames, the higher the queen quality. If
this is what you find, super this colony immediately. This queen will make you honey. However, If the
brood area is extremely small and there are no eggs, spotty brood, just drone brood, or the brood just
doesn’t exist, kill the bad queen bee and replace her. She is a bad queen and will not improve (Note: A
gueen will only lay out an area as big as there are nurse bees to cover it). If it is late into the season,
you may also stack this super on a good queen for an extra boost on colony expansion and more
honey.

Smaller 2- or 3-frame nuc starts should be evaluated based on their bee resource levels. These small
starts should have extremely small entrances and, if possible, be kept in a different apiary yard a
couple of miles from your main one. (NOTE: If there is a dearth of nectar, small colonies normally are
robbed out.)

Package bees ordered back in January will arrive with new queens and will need installation into hives.
Swarm control will need to continue during the nectar flow time with extra supers. Keep those bees
working. Continue to feed small hives or hives that you are still working to grow for brood production.

Comb-Grown Goodness

Crunchy Honey Yogurt Breakfast Parfait
https://honey.com/recipe/crunchy-honey-yogurt-breakfast-parfait

1 large banana, sliced, divided
1/3 cup honey, divided

1/2 cup plain yogurt, divided

1/2 cup crunchy granola, divided
1/2 cup blueberries, divided

Reserve several slices of banana and a few blueberries for garnish. Layer
1 T honey, 1/4 of the pre-sliced banana, 2 T blueberries, 2 T yogurt, 2 T
granola, 1/4 of the sliced banana, 2 T blueberries, 2 T yogurt, 1 T honey, and 2 T granola in a parfait glass. Repeat
for second parfait. Garnish with reserved banana, blueberries, and a drizzle of honey.
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